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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the IDS filed 5 March 2002 and the formal drawings filed 5 April 2002 . 

2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 4-17 . 

3. O The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) EH The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. M CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) IS including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed 04 December 2001 , which has been approved by the 

Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the top margin (not the back) 
of each sheet. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 


9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 


Attachment(s) 

1D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
3D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
5^3 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 1_5. 
7{3 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 


2D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4Q Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), Paper No. . 

6^3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8D Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9D Other 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-37 (Rev. 04-01) 


t 


Notice of Allowability 


Part of Paper No. 16 
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EXAMINER'S COMMENT 


LETTER REQUIRING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 


Drawings 


1. The corrected or substitute drawings were received on 5 April 2002. 
These drawings are NOT acceptable. 

The previously filed proposed drawing correction involving figure 4 has 
not been incorporated into the newly submitted figure 4. Figure 4 must be 
separated into two figures. A new drawing sheet containing Figure 4A and 
4B must be submitted. 

2. In order to avoid abandonment of this application, correction is 
required in reply to the Office action. The correction will not be held in 
abeyance. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 

Correction of Informalities -- 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated 
therein. Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the 
invention, inventor's name, and application number, or docket number 
(if any) if an application number has not been assigned to the 
application. If this information is provided, it must be placed on the 
front of each sheet and centered within the top margin. If corrected 
drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new 
drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened statu- 
tory period set for reply in the "Notice of Allowability." Extensions of 
time may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 for 
filing the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of 
Allowability. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a 
transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 
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Art Unit: 3721 

Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form 
PTO-948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted by the 
Draftsperson, MUST be made in the same manner as above except 
that, normally, a highlighted (preferably red ink) sketch of the changes 
to be incorporated into the new drawings MUST be approved by the 
examiner before the application will be allowed. No changes will be 
permitted to be made, other than correction of informalities, unless 
the examiner has approved the proposed changes. 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within the 
time period set in the Office action. See 37 CFR 1.185(a). Failure to take 
corrective action within the set (or extended) period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Stephen Gerrity. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada, may be contacted. Any inquiry of a general 
nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group 3720 receptionist. A A " 



Stephen F. Gerrity 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 


Examiner's Telephone Number: 
Examiner's Regular Schedule: 


(703) 308-1279 
Mon-Fri 6:30-3:00 


Supervisor's Telephone Number: 
Receptionist's Telephone Number: 
Facsimile Telephone Numbers: 


(703) 308-2187 
(703) 308-1148 
(703) 872-9302 


(703) 872-9303 [after final only] 


24-May-02 


